
3
rd

 Grade Summer Reading 

 

Dear Parents, 

 Incoming 3
rd

 graders are required to read Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor.  

Shiloh is a coming of age novel centered around the relationship between a boy 

and his dog, while exploring the themes of honor, responsibility, truth and hard 

choices we are sometimes forced to make.  This book provides a wonderful 

opportunity to read with your child this summer.  Below I have provided some 

information to enrich this experience.   

 

Questions to Discuss While Reading 

Chapters 1-5: 

 What is Marty’s attitude towards animals? How do you know this? 

 How does Marty answer when Judd and Mr. Preston ask whether he has 

seen the missing dog? In your opinion, were Marty’s answers truthful? Why 

or why not? 

Chapters 6-10: 

 How does Marty’s mother figure out that he is hiding something? What is 

her reaction when she finds Shiloh and learns that Marty has not been telling 

the truth? 

 Why do you think Marty loves Shiloh so much? 

Chapters 11-15 

 Marty begins to understand Judd Travers.  What causes this?  How do 

Marty’s realizations about himself affect his attitude toward Judd? 

 At the end of the novel, the author shows a different side of Judd Travers.  

How would you describe this? 

 

Project ideas are on the back.  Enjoy your summer and happy reading! 

-Mr. Palmieri 

 



Projects 

Each child is required to create a project to be shared in our Shiloh 

Exhibit and Celebration.  Projects will be collected on the first day of 

school.  Below is a list of project ideas. 

 Diorama of an important scene  

 Newspaper from Friendly, West Virginia 

 Character poster 

 Create an advertisement for Shiloh 

 Crate a poster that showcases a timeline of events in the book 

 Create a mini-comic book relating a chapter of the book 

 Do a collage/poster showing pictures or 3-D items that relate to the 

book, and then write a sentence or two beside each one to show its 

significance 

 Make a book jacket for the book or story 

 Use magazine photos to make a collage about the story 

 Make a mobile about the story 

 Write a different ending for your story 

 Make a poster advertising your book so someone else will want to 

read it 

 Use an iPad and iMovie to create a movie trailer for the book 

 Draw a map of Friendly showing the places where important events 

took place 

 Write a letter to the author of the book telling what you liked or didn’t 

like about the story 

 


